Notice from Transport Canada Re: Coach Boats and Legislation

A number of concerns have been raised concerning the status of coach boats with respect to the Canada Shipping Act and Small Vessel Regulations. Transport Canada has provided the following clarification with respect to Sail Canada Coach Boats. 
 
Transport Canada Marine Safety and Security (TCMSS) has reviewed all the documentation that you have provided us in regards to the operations of your Association.
 
We view the coach boat is a work boat and not a passenger carrying vessel.  Which means under the Marine Personnel Regulations Part 2 Section 212 Table 1 states the Pleasure Craft Operator Card (PCOC) will be valid for the "Operator, vessel of not more than 8 m in overall length that is not a passenger-carrying vessel and that is engaged on a voyage not more than two nautical miles from shore (except tugs)"
 This means Sail Canada will have to ensure all of their coaches are properly trained and certified before they operate the coach boat; the coach boat is not operated more than 2 nm from shore; and the coach boat meets the regulatory requirements.
 
 If there are cases where the coach boat needs to operate outside of the two nautical miles, we require Sail Canada to provide Transport Canada the specific location, details of the coach boat and a brief description of the operations.  We will review these cases and provide guidance as required.
 
Note: Under this interpretation you will not be able to use the coach boat to transport students except in the case of emergency. As a workboat you will be expected to equip the vessel with the safety equipment required for a pleasure craft. Additional equipment for work boats includes the following:
· a fire extinguisher - 1A:5B:C if not more than 6 metres;
· flares - 3 if not more than 6 metres, excluding smoke;
· a first aid kit - as per Transport Canada specification or provincial regulations governing workers' compensation, with the addition of a resuscitation face shield and two pairs of examination gloves if the kit is not required to contain them.
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