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CBC Investigation (Feb 2019)

Over 20 years - 340 Coaches Charged with Sexual Offences 
against Minors

600 Victims, 222 Convictions, 34 ongoing cases 
Spanned  36 sports

Athlete Study – National Team (inc. recently retired)
60% + response rate to survey

Over 90% reported some form of harm during career
Only 15% of these were reported to PSO/NSO



We showed Ontario Volleyball’s Safe Sport Video which can be found here: 

https://youtu.be/vPqHGRDyhzg





SCREENING
Staff & Volunteer

Screening

Interviews, 
Reference Checks

& 
Criminal Record 

Checks 

Protects the Athlete, the Coach and the Club 

ABUSE REPORTING

Children’s Aid 
Reporting

Clear Avenues & 
Procedures



Other Related Policies

Communication Policy
Social Media Policy

Travel Policy
Whistleblower Policy

Code of Conducts
Harassment Policy

Discipline & Complaints
Dispute Resolution

Appeal Policy
Screening Policy



Phase 1

Came into effect July 2019

- Awareness and Education

Phase 2

Comes into effect July 2020

- Removal and Return to Sport





WHO DOES LAW APPLY TO?

Rowing is an identified sport 

 Training and development programs

 Regattas if there is any level of organization – such as 
awards, registration.

 If there is anyone under 26 involved.
(ROWONTARIO is promoting all ages follow same procedures, law has certain aspects not 

applying to over 26 other aspects apply to all ages).

 Organization that is “hosting” is responsible!

ONE PROVINCE = ONE POLICY!



Concussion Must Dos for Clubs 
BOARD

 Pass a Concussion Policy. We ask you to adopt the ROWONTARIO Concussion Policy 

and Concussion Code of Conduct. 

REGISTRATION

 Before registration, each participant must acknowledge they have read the Ontario 

Ministry Concussion Resources AND that they have read/agreed to the ROWONTARIO 

Concussion Code of Conduct – Participant. This must happen annually.

COACHES PRE SEASON

 Before being active, all coaches (and trainers) must acknowledge they have read the 

Ontario Ministry Concussion Resources AND that they have read and agreed to the 

ROWONTARIO Concussion Code of Conduct – Coach. 

 This must happen annually.



Everyone must use
Government Provided 

Resource

Currently only in booklet 
format;

Video & e-module 
promised



ROWONTARIO WEBSITE



REMOVAL FROM SPORT PROTOCOL

Only Medical Doctors & Nurse Practitioners can diagnosis a concussion. 
ROWONTARIO’s Protocols have been established with the assumption there will not be a 

medical doctor or nurse practitioner on site to provide medical assessment.

Coach is identified as the 
“Most Responsible Person” to make the decision 

to Remove from Sport 

RECOGNTION OF POTENTIAL





Removal Must Dos for Clubs 

 A coach needs to remove an athlete for a suspected concussion if: 

They have suffered an injury where there was potential for direct or 

indirect force to head, neck, or upper body AND they experience or 

demonstrate any symptoms; 

OR the participant discloses they have a concussion or possible concussion.

If removed, Coach needs to:

 refer to a medical doctor (or nurse practitioner) for an assessment

 ensure participant (and parent/guardian if under 18) knows they need to 

disclose a concussion diagnosis to all their sport and/or school organizations 

 Give them the ROWONTARIO Handout with Concussion Removal and Return 

to Row procedures.





Reporting Must Dos for Clubs 

 Any incident removing an individual due to suspected concussion requires 

the responsible adult in charge to complete an incident report submit it and 

track it with a secure system in the club. (If removal is due to participant 

disclosure a report also needs to be completed.)

 Board President or designate should track all reports to ensure follow up 

and appropriate compliance with policy.

 Coach will retain a copy of report and update it with progression through 

the return to sport stages. 

 When written clearance is provided, it will be attached to report to 

complete full package on file.



Return to Rowing Must Dos for Clubs 

 If removed, athlete may return if they confirm to coach they have 

undergone a medical assessment and have been diagnosed with NOT 

having a concussion.

 If they are diagnosed with a concussion, Coach should stay in touch with 

them as they work through the first 4 stages of the return protocol under 

medical recommendations.

 Participant needs to present written medical clearance to begin Stage 5 

which allows on the water practice with club. (Full return to school is 

priority over return to sport.)

 Athlete can only return to competition after two on-the-water situations 

without a return of symptoms.



• Board has to approve for organization, reviewed 
regularly

• Need Associated Procedures to implement – how 
they work

• Need training and communication documented

And, of course….



Lisa Roddie        lisa@rowontario.ca




