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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT RESOURCES

WHY DO A LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT?
Land acknowledgements help to honour the First People. By including one, you are acknowledging the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples in your area for time immemorial. It is a small but essential step towards Reconciliation and building a positive relationship with Indigenous peoples.
As a member of your community, it can help build bridges to your whole community while demonstrating respect for the land and water that you enjoy and the tradition and history behind the area.

It is important to do your homework and ensure they are not simply token gestures, but truly a meaningful acknowledgements of the importance of Canada’s Indigenous peoples. n
HOW TO ACKNOWLEDGE TERRITORY?

From: https://native-land.ca/territory-acknowledgement/
Often, territory acknowledgements are concise, along the lines of: “I want to acknowledge that we are on the traditional territory of [nation names].” Some people may also mention the name of a local treaty. Some may learn the language and speak a few words in it.

If you are not sure how to pronounce a nation’s name, there are a number of ways to learn, including:

· Respectfully asking someone from that nation or from a local organization such as a Friendship Center or Indigenous Student Center;

· Check the nation’s website, they may have a phonetic pronunciation on their “About” page, an audio-recording of their name, or videos that include people saying the nation’s name; or

· Call the nation after hours and listen to their answering machine recording.

While a brief acknowledgement may work for some groups, others wish to add more intention and detail to acknowledgements. To thoughtfully prepare an in-depth acknowledgement requires time and care. You may find it helpful to reflect on and research questions such as:

· Why is this acknowledgement happening? 

· How does this acknowledgement relate to the event or work you are doing?

· What is the history of this territory? What are the impacts of colonialism here?

· What is your relationship to this territory? How did you come to be here?

· What intentions do you have to disrupt and dismantle colonialism beyond this territory acknowledgement?

SAMPLE FOR TORONTO AREA 

From: http://www.torontoforall.ca/indigenous-peoples-of-tkaronto/
Indigenous Peoples of Tkaronto
The land I am standing on today is the traditional territory of many nations including the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat peoples and is now home to many diverse First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples. I also acknowledge that Toronto is covered by Treaty 13 signed with the Mississaugas of the Credit, and the Williams Treaty signed with multiple Mississaugas and Chippewa bands.

RESOURCES FOR OTHER AREAS OF THE PROVINCE
Sample acknowledgements from organizations including various regions

https://www.caut.ca/content/guide-acknowledging-first-peoples-traditional-territory
https://ofl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017.05.31-Traditional-Territory-Acknowledgement-in-Ont.pdf 

Maps of First Nations and Treaties

https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontario-first-nations-maps
Look to the Indigenous groups for resources and support to ensure you are acknowledging the past of the land your club or event is utilizing.

