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Coast Overview Invasive Species
To protect the environment and help stop the spread of invasive species such as zebra mussels we recommend ensuring that boats have the best level of cleaning possible regularly but especially before entering a new waterway. Drying is a key component of the cleaning of the boats.
Make sure the club has reported the presence to the authorities as indicated below.

MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND FORESTRY

BOATERS ACTION PLAN
HELP REDUCE THE SPREAD OF INVASIVE SPECIES

Clean your boat and gear

Before leaving the water, clean any mud, vegetation, mussels, or anything suspicious from your boat, motor, trailer, or fishing equipment. Zebra and quagga mussels are happy to hang onto your hull, while aquatic plants like Eurasian water-milfoil hide on your motor, anchor, and trailer.
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Clean, Drain

BETTER
Clean, Drain, Dry

BEST
Clean, Drain, Disinfect

¥/ Clean offall visible mud,
vegetation and other
debris

¥ Pull and store the Drain
plug, lower your outboard
to drain standing water
and drain live wells before
Ieaving the launch

Tn addition to cleaning and
draining:

¥ Dry your boat and
equipment in hot or sunny
‘weather for 2-7 days
before transporting them
to another body of water

v/ Use a pressure washer to
spray off your boat and
trailer (250psi) OR rinse
off your boat and trailer
‘with hot water (greater
than 50°C)

v To prevent the spread of
VHS, rinse live wells with
10% household
bleach/water solution (ic.
100ml of bleach to 1L
water). Rinse well with
water to remove any
residual chiorine.





Drain before you leave

Drain all standing water by pulling the plug on your transom and live well at the boat launch. Never take an aquatic invasive species from one waterbody to another.

Dry or disinfect

Some aquatic invasive species can survive up to 2 weeks out of water, and not every invader attached to your boat can be seen with the naked eye. To remove invaders you can’t see, dry your boat for 2-7 days in sunlight or clean your boat from top to bottom with hot water over  50°C or pressurized water over 250 psi before travelling to a new waterbody.

Avoid aquatic plants

Avoid running the engine through aquatic plants. Propellers can break aquatic plants loose and spread invasive species.

Never transport or release a prohibited invasive species

It is illegal to possess, transport, deposit or release a prohibited invasive species. If you are boating in a waterbody where European water chestnut or water soldier are found, you must:

· avoid boating in the infested area

· take reasonable steps to avoid spreading these plants to another part of the waterbody

· remove the plants from your boat, motor and trailer before travelling over land

· dispose of the plants so they won’t end up back in the waterbody

Report all invaders

Call the Invading Species Hotline at 1-800-563-7711 to report an invasive species sighting. Or download the ‘EDDMapS Ontario’ App to report an invader on the spot.

