Get Out On the Water
Insurance Tips and Suggestions

Number One Suggestion – Connect with your insurance provider and ensure they know you are running this event and confirm your coverage in writing.


Liability Overview 
· Guests have reasonable expectation they will not be injured
· Property Owners (leases etc.) have responsibility for providing a safe environment
· Owners are liable for injuries and accidents that occur on your property

Avoid Liability by exercising a Standard of Care that a person must exercise the standard of care that would be expected of an ordinary, reasonable and prudent person in the same circumstances.

Greater Duty of Care that is expected of club inviting public to public event. There is greater risk of injuries or damage with a novice and the public has no knowledge of the risks.

SO what would be expected of a reasonable and prudent person under the circumstances?

Risk Management Questions to Ask
1. What could go wrong?
2. What will you do to prevent the harm from happening and in response to an occurrence?
3. How do you protect the club/organization against damage awards?

Transferring the Risk
Insurance 
· Know your policy and get confirmation of coverage in writing.
· Ensure in writing with your broker coverage for staff, volunteers and members
· Sailing Instructors – Sail Canada liability coverage only extends when teaching SC curriculum not public events
· Using private boats – owner must be skipper, no compensation to owners, obtain confirmation of coverage.

Mitigate Risk
Safety Procedures
· Have safety signage – lots and clear. Helpful to have all safety signage in one colour writing and directional signage in different colour
· Safety information given in different formats and places – on land and on water
· Staff/Volunteers easily recognizable
· Safety boats – out and available and working well
· Mandatory use of PDF’s by participants and volunteers
· Have identified trained First Aid personnel on site (Work with St John’s ambulance if event large enough)
· Be prepared with plan for weather and set weather limits.
Waivers
· They are weak shields to avoid nuisance lawsuits
· Are they enforceable? Is it valid?
· Did the person understand what they were signing
· Was it explained to them verbally in clear terms? Is it worded broadly to cover all activity
· Did they have time to consider the waiver?
· Are terms fair, just and reasonable?
There is a sample waiver in the Get Out on the Water section, please make sure these factors are considered.

Avoid Risk
· Avoid any presence of alcohol, hosts have extra insurance risks with alcohol
· Do not operate in extreme weather conditions, have a weather plan
· Make sure volunteers are trained
· Ensure guests are always supervised
· Document everything
· Ensure events are clear in their purpose and design
· Use equipment suitable to the level of the participants
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ensure equipment is in good working order
